Narrative – Contemporary fiction

Purpose: To entertain and, sometimes, to create empathy with familiar characters.
	Generic structure
	Language features
	Knowledge for the writer

	Contemporary settings are often familiar ones. 

This type of narrative includes school stories, things that happen in the home or in local settings that children either know themselves or recognise. Stories therefore often reflect children’s own experiences, are often personal and structured as a recount. 
	Dialogue plays an important part in the characterisation. 

Characters tend to use language familiar to children.

Contemporary language features include the informal dialogue children use themselves, as well as familiar phrases from adults at home and school (Don’t let me tell you again!)
	Hero and villain characters are more difficult to create because the characters look like ordinary people, not superheroes or monsters. You can still create strong characters because they aren’t always what they seem on the outside – a nervous little boy might turn out to be a brave hero and a smiling old lady might not really be a kind character.

You don’t need to write everything that is said to tell the story. Make sure you only use dialogue because it helps to create a character, provides information for the reader or moves the action along. 


